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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in PCT on 3/9/2005 and Italy 3/15/2004. It is noted, however, that 
applicant has not filed a certified copy of the either application as required by 35 
U.S.C. 119(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Van Den Berg (US 6,491,882) in view of McGee et al. (US 4,390,186). 

In claims 1,2,7 and 1 1 , Van Den Berg discloses the invention as claimed 
including a high pressure container 3, defining a volume 20, provided with an inlet (no 
number given, but generally in the vicinity of collar 21 , shown in figure 3) for the 
introduction of the material into said volume, moving head 14, to close the high- 
pressure container, piston 8, mounted to slide in a leak-tight manner through the head 
and moving between a retracted position and a forward position, movable auxiliary 
cover 12, which can be associated in a leak-tight manner with the inlet of the container, 
the container, head and cover provided with an opening in which the piston can slide 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,077 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3721 

and seal means (not numbered, but shown in figure 2) providing a pressurized seal 
between the piston and the auxiliary cover (see figures 1-3 and col. 3, line 17 - col. 4, 
line 28). 

What Van Den Berg does not disclose is the use of a coinable seal to seal the 
container from the surrounding environments. However, McGee teaches that it is old 
and well known in the art to provide a coinable seal 52, which is inserted inside a mated 
opening and deforms under mating pressure during of head component 58 and mating 
component 38 for the purpose of providing a seal which conforms to a seal area and 
can withstand leaking at high pressures (see figures 1, 2 and col. 2, lines 10-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to on having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided the invention of Van Den Berg with the 
coinable seal as taught by McGee for the purpose of providing a leak proof seal. 

In claims 3 and 6, the modified invention of Van Den Berg, through McGee 
teaches that it is old and well known in the art to provide a coinable seal comprised of 
an annular insert 52, having an axial opening engaging a seat portion 50 of member 58 
(see figure 1 ). Moreover and in regard to claim 6, the choice of aluminum or copper for 
the coinable seal would be obvious material variants of the seal of McGee, as the 
choice of a softer seal material would be required to assist in deformation of the seal 
and the prevention of damage to the surrounding seat. See also MPEP § 2144.07. 

In claims 4 and 5, the modified invention of Van Den Berg, through Van Den 
Berg discloses the invention as claimed including sealing gasket 22, interposed 
between the auxiliary cover and the inlet of the container and bushing 2 (see figure 2). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 8-1 0 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL R. DURAND whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4459. The examiner can normally be reached on IFP. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PAUL R DURAND/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 

9/22/2008 



